
 Niles Charter Township 
320 Bell Road 

Niles MI 49120 
 

Park Commission Meeting 6:00 P.M. 
April 13, 2020 

Minutes 
 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Jill DeLucia at 6:03 pm. 
Present via phone were Commissioners: Jordan Perkins, Wayne Perkins, Chris 
Warburton, Sarah Craig Pratt, Trustee Chris Vella and Jill DeLucia. Point of 
interest: Chris Vella gave us approval to do a virtual meeting. Jill will file the 
attendance forms on everyone’s behalf.  

2. Approval of Minutes:  Motion by C. Warburton and seconded by W. Perkins to 
accept the March 9, 2020 Minutes as submitted. All in favor, motion carried. 5-0.  

3. Petitions from the Public: None submitted.   
4. Correspondence: Chair DeLucia asked Angie Cole about getting our signatures 

for reelection. If we cannot get them filled in time, we can pay $100 to get on the 
ballot. The funds will be returned if elected. Harry Thibault contacted Jill and 
Sarah via email with some comments about spring trail usage.  

5. Treasurer’s Report: W. Perkins has no report due to his challenged location. 
Yvonne sent Jill the ledger at the beginning of the month and there is no change 
from March which was $9,673. Jill ordered the port-a-johns for the 2020 trail 
usage.  

6. Park Maintenance Report per Township Trustee Christine Vella: Trustee C. 
Vella noted that Jim Vella has been rehired as manager of DPW to fill in while a 
search is underway. Township employees’ schedules are staggered in the office 
and they can access their jobs electronically. There is someone in the office every 
day to answer phones and talk to the public if need be but doors are shuttered. 

7. Park Reports 
a. Community Park: Commissioner Warburton reported the gate is closed. 

There has been some spring repairs and leaf clean-up by Matt.   
b. Fulkerson Park: Commissioner Warburton noted the “rules sign” needs 

to be tightened up a bit. No sign of basketball usage yet. 
c. South Fireman’s Park: Commissioner W. Perkins stated there are a lot of 

people parking and walking the trail.  
d. Samson Park: Commissioner J. Perkins reported the largest fallen limbs 

have been picked up but there are still limbs down that need to be 
addressed. The parking area is muddy and needs a batch of gravel. 

e. N. Fireman’s Park: Commissioner J. Perkins reported that the swing sets 
area needs another layer of padding as it has settled over the winter.   

f. Trail Report: Many people are taking advantage of weather and walking 
the trail. Port-a-johns are in. Signage is not up on Phase 2 yet. Drinking 
fountain location decision with Jim Vella is still in the works once we can 
go out again.  



g. “Ontario” Park: J. DeLucia reported that Jim Ringler has spoken with 
Mr. Selge about doing the demolition work but we do not know the cost to 
the Township. 
 

8. Old Business  
a. Stumps have not yet been removed in Community Park. C. Warburton will 

pursue when the weather improves. 
 

9. New Business 
a. Nominating petitions procedures as noted above. 

 
 
Motion for adjournment by Commissioner J. Perkins. Seconded by C. Warburton. All in 
favor, motion carried 5-0. Meeting electronically adjourned at 6:30 pm.  
 
 
Submitted by:  
Commissioner Sarah Craig Pratt  
 


